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the mutton-chop was so ill-dressed that it was quite uneatable. On inquiry it was discovered that the Princess had acted as cook and young Keppel as her scullery maid.
In her visits to Earl's Court the Princess usually came in Lady de Clifford's carriage, and remained, at her own wish, as far as possible incognito. But once she arrived in her own, and the scarlet liveries soon betrayed her presence to the curious crowd without. The bystanders, catching sight of young Keppel inside the railings, called to him, telling him how anxious they were to have a sight of the Heiress Presumptive to the throne. The boy conveyed their message to the Princess.
" All right! they shall have that pleasure," was her reply. Slipping out of the garden gate into the road, she ran in among the people from the rear, craning her neck, calling upon the Princess to come out and be looked at! Then in boisterous spirits she escaped back to the house. On another occasion she dragged my grandfather off to the stables and then saddled and bridled a horse herself. Armed with a whip she led the animal into the yard. Young Keppel was told to mount. He, nothing loath, obeyed ; he was rather proud of his horsemanship. But before he could grasp the reins and get his foot into the stirrup, she gave the horse a tremendous cut with the whip, so that he set off at a gallop round the confined space of the stable yard. My grandfather clung to his mane, roaring lustily. He hoped by hook or by crook to get into the saddle, but his cries attracted the rest of the family into the yard, which still further frightened the beast, so that he threw his heels into the air, sending the boy flying over his head. The14                    'INDISCRETIONS'
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